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Bronze Snake & A Wise Donkey:  

Numbers 21-22 

Lesson 43 Visuals 

• The Israelites were wandering in the 
desert wilderness for forty years as a 
consequence for their sin of not trusting the 
Lord to give them the Promised Land of 
Canaan. 

• God gave the Israelites victory when the 
Canaanites came out to fight them. 

• The Israelites complained and spoke 
against God and Moses. 

• Complaining against God is accusing 
God of doing something wrong. But God 
never does anything wrong! 

• God punished the Israelites for 
complaining and speaking against God and 
Moses by sending poisonous snakes that bit 
and killed people. 
 



 

www.teachmethebiblestories.com 

• The Israelites confessed their sin of 
speaking against God and Moses. Moses 
prayed and called out to the Lord to stop the 
plague of snakes.  

• God then told Moses to make an image of 
a snake and mount it to a pole. 

• God commanded the people who were 
bitten by the snakes to look at the image of 
the snake. When they looked at the bronze 
snake, they lived and did not die. 

• John 3:14 and 15 tells us that just as 
Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, 
so Jesus must be lifted up that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in Jesus. 

• Jesus was lifted up on the cross.  

• Jesus became sin and died on the cross 
so that we can look to Him in faith and live. 
We can live forever with Jesus and not 
perish. 

• Two different Amorite kings and their 
armies came out to fight the Israelites. Both 
times, God gave them victory in battle.   
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• Moses and the Israelites defeated the 
Amorite armies and took possession of their 
land. The Moabites were terrified of the 
Israelites because they were afraid the same 
would happen to them. 

• Balaam was the name of the sorcerer who 
became famous for having the power to put 
curses on people. 

• King Balak and his leaders’ plan to defeat 
the Israelites was to call for Balaam to 
pronounce a curse on the Israelites. 

• King Balak sent messengers to Balaam 
asking him to come curse the Israelites. 

• The messengers offered to give Balaam a 
reward if he would come and curse the 
Israelites. 

• The Lord told Balaam, “Don’t go. Don’t 
curse the Israelites because they are already 
blessed by God.” 

• King Balak’s messengers offered an even 
greater reward to Balaam. This time, the Lord 
God told Balaam, “Go but be careful to only 
DO what the Lord says.” 
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• The donkey saw the angel of the Lord 
with a sword in hand in the path; but Balaam 
could not see the angel of the Lord. 

• The first time, the donkey turned off the 
path and went into the field. The second time 
the donkey, pressed against a stone wall 
hurting Balaam’s foot. Balaam did not know 
why his donkey was acting that way. So 
Balaam hit donkey. 

• The angel of the Lord blocked the path 
completely so the donkey just sat down 
crushing Balaam under him. This time, 
Balaam beat his donkey with a stick.  

• Then the Lord opened the mouth of the 
donkey. 

• After the donkey asked Balaam why he 
was beating her, God opened Balaam’s eyes 
next. 

• Then Balaam was able to see the Angel of 
the Lord with a sword in hand. 

• The Angel of the Lord said go but be 
careful to only SAY what the Lord tells him to 
say. 
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Key Verses: 

 

Isaiah 55:9 “As the heavens are higher than the 

earth, so My ways are higher than your ways.” 

 

John 3:14-15 (Jesus said) “Just as Moses lifted 

up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of 

Man must be lifted up, that everyone who 

believes may have eternal life in Him.” 

 

2 Corinthians 5:21 “God made Him (Jesus) who 

had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we 

might become the righteousness of God.” 

 

John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He 

gave His one and only Son that whoever 

believes in Him will not perish but will have 

eternal life.” 


