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David’s Evil Census & God’s Great Mercy: 

2 Samuel 20-22, 1 Chronicles 21-22 

Lesson 70 Visuals 

• God had forgiven David for his sin. But he still 

experienced the consequences of his sin. 

• Beside Goliath, there were four more 

Philistine giants that the Israelites had to face. 

• 1 Chronicles 21 tells us that Satan rose 

against Israel and tempted David to count the 

men of Israel. 

• Back in the Old Testament, the owner was the 

only one who had the right to count something. 

Only the owner could count what belonged to 

him. 

• So when David asked for a census it showed 

that David thought Israel belonged to David. But 

Israel really belonged to the LORD God. 

• In Exodus 30:12, God gave Moses 

instructions for conducting a census. 
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• According to those instructions, each Israelite 

needed to give a shekel (a small amount of 

money) to the LORD to recognize that they 

belong to the LORD. 

• According to Exodus 30:12, no plague will 

strike Israel if each person being counted paid a 

ransom for himself. 

• Unfortunately, David did not seek God’s 

instructions for how to do a census. 

• Joab asked David, “Why do you want to bring 

guilt on Israel?” 

• After almost ten months, Joab returned and 

gave the total number of military men. It was 

over 140,000. 

• 1 Chronicles 21:7 tells us that the command 

for this census was evil in God’s sight. 

• David’s conscience troubled him after he had 

taken the census of the troops. 
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• David chose three days of plague sent by the 

LORD instead of three years of famine or three 

months of war because David knew God’s 

mercies are very great. David knew God is far 

more merciful than people. 

• Seventy thousand Israelite men died in this 

plague, but then the LORD was merciful and 

stopped the destruction of the city of 

Jerusalem. 

• David wanted God to punish him and his 

family but not to punish the Israelites. 

• David said to the LORD, “Don’t let the plague 

be against Your people.” David recognized that 

Israel belonged to the LORD God. 

• The LORD told David to set up an altar to the 

LORD on the threshing floor of Ornan the 

Jebusite. 
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• Ornan wanted to give David his threshing 

floor for free. David did not except his offer. He 

insisted on paying the full price, fifteen pounds 

of gold. 

• David built an altar to the LORD there on the 

threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. God sent 

fire from heaven that lit up the burnt offering. 

• God then mercifully ended the plague. 

• God is merciful to us when we cry out to Him 

for forgiveness. 

• When we turn back to God, God can bring 

good even out of our bad choices. 

• The Temple was built where Ornan’s 

threshing floor was. 

• Today, that plot of land that once was Ornan’s 

threshing floor and once had Solomon’s 

Temple is called the Temple Mount. 

• A thousand years before David at this Temple 

Mount spot, God provided a ram to be the 

substitute for Isaac. 
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• A thousand years after David, God showed 

mercy to the whole world. 

• While a ram was Isaac’s substitute, Jesus is 

our substitute who took the punishment for our 

sins. 

• A thousand years after David, the curtain of 

the Temple tore from top to bottom. This 

happened at the same spot where Ornan’s 

threshing floor was. 

• The Temple curtain tearing from top to bottom 

showed that Jesus’ death on the cross made it 

possible for people to come into God’s 

presence and be with Him.  


